
 

     
 

STUDENT DRUG AND ALCOHOL POLICY              Policy No.604  
 
TITLE:  Student Drug and Alcohol Policy 
 
PURPOSE: Trocaire College recognizes that substance abuse is a major health problem throughout the United   

States and thus, is committed to establishing a drug-free environment.  Henceforth, and in 
accordance with the Drug-Free and Communities Act Amendments of 1989 (Public Law 101-226) 
& HEOA Sec. 120 (a) (2) (B)-(C). HEOA amendment effective 2008 34 CFR 86, the following 
standards will apply.  

  
POLICY: The possession, use, manufacturing or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by students on 

campus or at a college sponsored off-campus activity is expressly prohibited. The misuse of 
prescription drugs and other products being used other than intended is also prohibited. Students 
violating the drug and alcohol policy at clinical or internship locations are regulated by specific 
program policies. A federal or state drug conviction can disqualify a student for Federal Student 
Aid (FSA) funds.  

 
This policy authorizes the academic use of various alcoholic beverages, products and related 
activities in accordance with New York State Alcohol Beverage Control Law Section 65-c, “a 
person who is a student in a curriculum licensed or registered by the state education department and 
the student is required to taste or imbibe alcoholic beverages in on-campus or off-campus courses 
which are a part of  the required curriculum, provided such alcoholic beverages are used only for 
instructional purposes during class conducted pursuant to such curriculum” 

 
In facing the challenge of creating a drug free society, Trocaire endeavors to educate by providing 
on-campus drug awareness programs, literature and resource/referral services to appropriate 
community based agencies for all members of the College Community. Good faith efforts will 
include strict enforcement as well as implementation of this policy. 
 
The health and safety of every student at the Trocaire College is of utmost importance. Trocaire 
recognizes that students who have been drinking and/or using drugs (whether such use is voluntary 
or involuntary) at the time that violence, including but not limited to domestic violence, dating 
violence, stalking, or sexual assault occurs may be hesitant to report such incidents due to fear of 
potential consequences for their own conduct. Trocaire strongly encourages students to report 
domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual assault to institution officials. A bystander 
acting in good faith or a reporting individual acting in good faith that discloses any incident of 
domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual assault to college officials or law 
enforcement will not be subject to code of conduct action for violations of alcohol and/or drug use 
policies occurring at or near the time of the commission of the domestic violence, dating violence, 
stalking, or sexual assault. 
 
A student self-certifies a federal or state drug conviction in applying for aid that he/she is eligible. 
A conviction for any offense involving sale or possession of illegal drugs that occurred during a 
period of  enrollment for which the student was receiving Title IV aid will result in loss of 
eligibility for any Title IV, HEA grant, loan or work-study assistance.  A student regains eligibility 
the day after the period of ineligibility ends or when he successfully completes a qualified drug 
rehabilitation program.  HEA Section 484(r), 34 CFR 668.40 
 
The Wellness Center provides assessment and outside referral services to students, as well as 
serving as an alcohol and other drug information/education resource. For further information about 
these programs or individual assistance, contact Counseling Services at 716.827.2579.  
https://my.trocaire.edu/student-services/counseling-services/ 

 



 

DEFINITIONS:  
 Campus: The grounds and buildings of the college. 

   
 Off-Campus: Away from the college campus 

 
HEALTH RISKS: 

There are obvious risks associated with alcohol and drug abuse, but there are a number of less obvious risks as 
well: 

• Brain damage, pancreas, kidneys and lungs problems 
• Death 
• Diminished immune system 
• Hallucinations, tremors, and convulsions 
• Headaches, nausea and/or vomiting 
• Heart attacks and Strokes 
• High blood pressure 
• Hyperactivity or Sluggish behavior 
• Liver, lung, and kidney problems 
• Memory loss 
• Physical and psychological dependence 
• Poor academic performance 
• Sexually transmitted diseases, unwanted pregnancy, unwanted sexual activity 
• Violent behavior, aggressive acts, and angry feelings 

 
For a complete list, go to the National Institute on Drug Abuse web site at www.nida.nih.gov. 
 

LEGAL SANCIONS: 
New York State Alcoholic Beverage Control Law: 
http://ypdcrime.com/abc/ 
 
New York State Controlled Substances Penal Law: 
http://ypdcrime.com/penal.law/index.htm.  Refer to NYS Penal Law Section 220.00 – 221.55. 
 
Operating a Vehicle While Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs in New York State: 
https://dmv.ny.gov/about-dmv/chapter-9-alcohol-and-other-drugs 

 
Federal Penalties and Sanctions 
 

Drug Enforcement Administration of the U.S. Department of Justice website: 
http://www.dea.gov/druginfo/factsheets.shtml 
 

Federal Trafficking Penalties can be found at: 
http://www.dea.gov/druginfo/ftp3.shtml 

 
PROCEDURES: 

Trocaire College will make available, upon request, to the Department of Education and to the public, the 
information distributed to students and employees (in this policy) and the results of the biennial review of the 
institutions programs that: 
 

• Determines the effectiveness of the program and implements needed changes; 



 

• Determines the number of drug and alcohol-related violations and fatalities that occur in the 
institution’s campus (as defined in HEA Sec. 485(f)(6) or as part of the institution’s activities, and are 
reported to campus officials; 

• Determines the number of type of sanctions that are imposed; and ensures that sanctions are 
consistently enforced. 

• The biennial review will be made available on the Trocaire College website.  
• The Annual Security Report will indicate drug and alcohol arrests and disciplinary referrals in 

accordance with the Clery Act.  
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       Reviewed: mm/dd/yyyy 

 


